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our own designs; that we have, instead of assisting the
queen of Hungary, withdrawn part of her allies from her;
and that we have burdened the nation with troops, from
whom no service can be reasonably expected.

The advocates for the ministry have, on this occasion,
affected to speak of the balance of power, the Pragmatick
sanction, and the preservation of the queen of Hungary,
not only as if they were to be the chief care of Britain,
which, though easily controvertible, might, perhaps, in
compliance with long prejudices, be admitted, but as if
they were to be the care of Britain alone; as if the power
of France were formidable to no other people, as if no
other part of the world would be injured by becoming a
province to an universal monarchy, and being subjected
to an arbitrary government of a French deputy, by being
drained of its inhabitants, only to extend the conquests of
its masters, and to make other nations equally miserable,
and by being oppressed with exorbitant taxes, levied by
military executions, and employed only in supporting the
state of its oppressors. They dwell upon the importance
of publick faith, and the necessity of an exact observation
of treaties; as if the Pragmatick sanction had been signed
by no other potentate than the king of Britain, or as if the
publick faith were to be obligatory to us only.

That we should inviolably observe our treaties, and ob-
serve them though every other nation should disregard
them; that we should show an example of fidelity to man-
kind, and stand firm, though we should stand alone in the
practice of virtue, I shall readily allow; and, therefore, I
am far from advising that we should recede from our stipu-
lations, whatever we may suffer by performing them, or
neglect the support of the Pragmatick sanction, however
we may be at present embarrassed, or however inconve-
nient it may be to assert it.

But surely for the same reason that we observe our own
stipulations, we ought to incite other powers, likewise, to
the observation of theirs; at least not contribute to hin-
der it. But how is our present conduct agreeable to these
principles? The Pragmatick sanction was confirmed not